
RSS | Blogs |  Iran news  29 Tishrei 5769, Tuesday, October 28, 2008 10:30 IST | 

 
Subscribe! News Ticker 

RSS Feeds E-mail Edition 

Podcasts Archives 

Web JPost.com 

Home Headlines Iranian Threat Jewish World Opinion Business Real Estate Local Israel Blogs Health & Sci-Tech  Français Classifieds 

Israel Middle East International US Elections Features Travel Cafe Oleh Magazine Sports Arts & Culture Subscribe  Services

 

 

Aliya gets a step up  
Comments: 2  

What is your 

opinion of radical 

settlers' actions?  

 

COLUMNISTS 

Caroline Glick 

All roads lead to 

Jerusalem 

Daniel Pipes 

Obama's 

unsavory ties

FEATURED BLOGGERS 

Sephardi Blog 

In defense of 

Shas 

Window Israel 

No quick visits or 

neat solutions 

Making Aliyah 

The bloody 

landing

Actualités: Israël, 
Moyen-Orient, Iran... 

JPOST.COM EXTRA! 

Special Reports

Q & A

Audio Programs

Map of Israel

Israel Resources

Obituaries 

Weather

Shabbat Times

Financial Tables

Cartoon 

Sudoku

JPost.com » Features » Article

Oct 27, 2008 21:28 | Updated Oct 28, 2008 10:26 

Aliya gets a step up 
By RUTH EGLASH  

Talkbacks for this article: 2  

Print Subscribe

E-mail Toolbar

Share article:

Digg  

What's this? 

 
 

Tehillah Hessler can count on the fingers of one hand the disasters she experienced since 

moving here three months ago.  

"It took us about two months to get our son, 

Yisrael, finally settled in a suitable school," 

she recounts. "And we've been traipsing 

across town to try to sort out our driving 

licenses, which was quite a challenge, but 

apart from that it's been pretty smooth."  

Originally from Cleveland, Hessler, who now 

resides in Ma'aleh Adumim, has encountered 

only in small doses the classic Israeli 

bureaucracy that so infuriated previous 

immigrants.  

"We have an aliya coordinator in Ma'aleh Adumim," says Hessler, who came with her 

husband Michael and Yisrael, but left five grown children behind. "Between her and 

Nefesh B'Nefesh [which facilitated the family's aliya] the bureaucracy has been cut to a 

minimum."  

RELATED 

Making Aliyah Blog: The bloody landing  

With the exception of the Education Ministry, which the aliya coordinator tackled on their 

behalf, the family's interaction with the other government offices has been fairly 

straightforward.  

"We went to the Immigrant Absorption Ministry to fill out our paperwork so that we could 

receive our aliya benefits. The people there spoke to us in English, they were very helpful 

and we were out of there in 15 minutes," she recalls.  

"I was very impressed with the Immigrant 

Absorption Ministry's service," says former 

Australian Paul Vesely, who is currently 

studying at Ulpan Etzion. "The first time I 

went there, I had to lie my way in, because apparently you need an appointment, but once 

I was inside the people were very helpful and explained everything I needed to do in 

English."  

The Hessler family sailed through Israeli 

bureaucracy with their aliya coordinator in 

Ma'aleh Adumim. 

Photo: Jacob Richman/ www.jr.co.il 

  

 

 

  

 

ShangChai: Jews and 

Chinese Food  
Boulder, Oct. 28  

'Fall Insights' with 

political commentator 

Laura Schwartz  

Chicago, Oct. 28  

The Syrian Jewish 

Community: Force or 

Fossil?  

New York, Oct. 28  

How Jesus Became 

Christian  

Toronto, Oct. 28  

Jewish Secularism from 

Spinoza to Seinfeld  

Berkeley, Oct. 30  

Film: The Case for Israel 

(with Alan Dershowitz)  
Boston, Oct. 30  

 

Page 1 of 3Aliya gets a step up | Features | Jerusalem Post

10/28/2008http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?apage=1&cid=1225036822669&pagename=JPost...



 
Specials

Eldan Rent a Car 
Israel's leading car 

rental company offers a 

20% discount on all 

online reservations  

The Best Jewish 
Charity 
Learn how Efrat saved 

30,000 lives of Jewish 

children 

VIP Vehicles in Israel 
Luxury Transportation & 

Deluxe Car Rentals by 

IsraLimo.com 

Find love at 
JChuppah.com 

Use your mouse to find 

your spouse! 

Attractions In Israel 

Hotels In Israel 

Israel guide 
Your guide to Israel 

Judaism 

Download 
JPost.com's toolbar 
and listen to Israeli 
radio 24/7 

Green Israel 
Protecting Israel's 

environment 

Unique gifts from 
Israel 

The future of music 
Global community of 

music makers discover 

new music 

Jerusalem Gold Hotel 
Your Home in Jerusalem 

Pay 6 Stay 7 days 

Careers at JPost 

According to Vesely, who lives at the Young 

Judaea-run Mercaz Hamagshimim in 

Jerusalem, "I was given a contact in the 

ministry who said I could call her if I had any 

questions or problems during my aliya 

process. So far I have not needed to get in 

touch with her."  

Both Hessler's and Vesely's hassle-free 

immigration procedures are a far cry from 

anyone who arrived in the country up until 

about five years ago. Of course, Nefesh 

B'Nefesh has certainly streamlined the 

process, and the dwindling numbers of olim 

from communities in distress, such as the former Soviet Union and Ethiopia, has also 

served to ease the pressure on the Immigrant Absorption Ministry, the Jewish Agency for 

Israel and other immigrant services.  

However, according to aliya experts and the official line from the ministry, this ease of 

starting up a new life here is part of a concerted effort by the government to iron out the 

kinks in the process and make those first few months memorable for reasons outside of 

the impossible bureaucracy.  

"THERE has been a change in our office over the past two years," says ministry Director-

General Erez Halfon, who took over in September 2006. "We obviously want to do our 

best for all new immigrants, but we also know that certain groups already receive a lot of 

support and enrichment programs from the government.  

"English-speaking olim are a little bit different, in most cases they are not as needy, and 

we want to try to tailor our services to suit each group."  

Among the changes that have benefited Anglo olim is the ministry's recent success in 

repealing a 2003 regulation that had forced new immigrants to declare all their earnings 

and assets abroad to the Income Tax Authority, a move that all aliya experts claim will 

entice more Western immigrants.  

In addition, the ministry is in the process of increasing the number of native English-

speakers in its offices, especially in cities where there are large numbers of Anglos, such 

as Jerusalem, Beit Shemesh, Modi'in and Ra'anana. There has also been an easing of the 

process for professional retraining or licensing.  

The ministry has also been happy to outsource its work to organizations such as Nefesh 

B'Nefesh, which since last November has received one-third of its funding from it.  

Halfon also talks about a push for community-based aliya. "Over the past few years more 

than 1,600 new English-speaking olim have arrived in Jerusalem and we see that as a 

core aliya," he says. "Because of that we have increased the services here for new olim, 

providing a special ulpan for both children and the adults and offering cultural programs 

and even a kindergarten in their native language."  

These changes notwithstanding, Halfon talks about the ministry's outlook for the future. 

Refusing to go into too much detail, he hints at a new program currently being developed 

to encourage aliya from South Africa, where there are more than 60,000 people eligible to 

immigrate under the Law of Return, and a flexible aliya program in which young families 

and students can spend a year investigating their prospects here.  

Halfon insists that all these plans and programs mark a sharp change in policy, which in 

the past urged all new immigrants to join the "melting pot" and just get on with life the 

Israeli way. "Today we see that every community has its own specific needs, and we want 

to be able to give them the tools to succeed here," he states.  

ACCORDING to aliya experts, Halfon's assertions are not just the talk of a smooth 

politician. The changeover in the government's taxation policy for new immigrants was two 

years and much haranguing in the making, say various English-speaking aliya facilitators 

who helped the ministry to draft the change.  

"It is a huge benefit for new immigrants," says one expert. "The whole process today is 

hugely different to how it was in the past. Even the basket of aliya benefits was just a 

dream when I made aliya in 1975. It only existed for those who came from countries of 

distress."  

Part of the changes, he claims, come from improved technology enabling those about to 

make aliya to be processed in their native country and have much of the fine details of 
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their immigration worked out beforehand.  

"Anyone who arrives today can go straight to the Immigrant Absorption Ministry's office in 

the airport and receive their ID card and immigration ID before they even pick up their 

luggage," he says. "All that's left for the immigrant to do is to go to the ministry's offices to 

give them their new bank account details and to receive a voucher for ulpan."  
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